Easy Saturation Adjustment Tutorial
This week I have been painting a bathroom at our house, so color has been on my mind. (A blue
ceiling. Really.) Many times, as I painted, I wished adjusting saturation, in "real life" was as easy as
doing so in Photoshop. With this in mind, it seems appropriate, today, to share an easy method
of adjusting saturation.
As with all things Photoshop, there are multiple ways to achieve the same result. This is just one
method which works especially well with images containing multiple colors.
Below is a paper from Strawberry Lemonade, my newest Collection. The colors are bright and
cheerful.

I especially love the cheerful yellow in this paper, but what if I wanted to desaturate JUST the yellow
so that the paper complemented a photo more perfectly?
If I apply a Hue/Saturation Layer Adjustment to the paper and drag the Saturation slider to the left,
the entire paper is desaturated. We don't want that.

Entire paper is desaturated to -34.

We can apply a Hue/Saturation Adjustment Layer to the original paper, and in the drop-down box
change "Master" to "Yellow," then adjust the Saturation Slider. This works.

Choose Yellow in the drop-down box and adjust the saturation slider.

But for an even quicker method, let's use the "In Image" adjustment feature.

1. Add a Hue/Saturation Adjustment Layer.
2. Click on the index finger-pointer in the Properties Box. (Make sure you have "Properties"
checked in the Window menu in the top Menu Bar.).
3. Move your cursor into your image and click on the color you would like saturate or desaturate.
(I clicked on yellow).
4. Drag your cursor to the right or left, depending upon the effect you would like to achieve. ( I
dragged to the left to desaturate the yellow.)
The results are exactly the same as if you had used the first method mentioned, but this is faster.

Using the "In Image" tool.

If we went back to our Properties box, and changed Master to Yellow now, we would see that the
Saturation of the yellow has been adjusted, just like in Method 1.

Showing the yellow adjustment, after using the "In Image" option.

It might seem like a little thing, but when we can cut down time utilizing our tools, that just means we
can get our scrapbook pages done more quickly... and get more pages completed!
Next week we'll take a look at an easy way to adjust hue, using this same method!
NOTE: Photoshop Elements does not have the "In Image" feature, but PSE users can adjust
saturation by using Method 1 as described.
Thank you for downloading this tutorial! I hope you have found it helpful!
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