Scrubby Sliders in Photoshop and Photoshop Elements

I really like that there are multiple ways to accomplish most tasks in Photoshop and Photoshop Elements.
Sometimes it's hard to remember all of the shortcuts that Adobe provides for us. The most obvious way to
achieve our goal, sometimes become habit; and shortcuts are forgotten. One of those shortcuts, for me, has been
Scrubby Sliders. Are you familiar with them?
Scrubby Sliders provide a quick and easy way to change values. Scrubby Sliders are "hidden" tools are
accessible when we hover over the "label" next to a tool that has a value option.
Let's look at the Opacity Slider at the top of the Layers Panel. The "label" is "Opacity;" and the "value" is the
percentage. The most common way to change the opacity of a layer is to click on the down-pointing arrow to
the far right. A Slider will pop-out, and then a click on the slider and a drag to the left will lower the opacity of
the selected layer.

A faster way to accomplish the same thing is to use the Scrubby Slider. Here's how:
1. Hover your mouse over the Label "Opacity" and a hand, with 2 triangles, will appear.
2. While keeping your mouse button depressed, move the slider to the left to reduce opacity, and back to the
right to increase opacity. You do not have to keep the mouse positioned directly over the word "Opacity,"
which is another nice thing about Scrubby Sliders.

One of my favorite places to use Scrubby Sliders is in the Character Panel. Here is a quote typed in 48 pt.

I would like the author's name to be in a smaller font than that of the quote itself. I could highlight the text
"~Ralph Waldo Emerson," go up to the top menu option bar, click on the down-pointing arrow next to the font
size, and click on the size I like. That's not only a lot of clicks, but also if I'm not sure of the exact font size I
want it, I may need to test several sizes before I'm happy with the result.
However, if I highlight the text I want to resize, then access the Scrubby Slider in the top menu bar, I can move
the slider and see real-time changes in the font size. This is faster, easier, and takes the guess work out of
finding the font size I want.

By reducing the font size of the author's name, however, now the "g" in "laughs" is interfering with the "d" in
"Waldo." We can use the Scrubby Slider to fix that too. Here's how:
1. Highlight the entire text.
2. Open the Character Panel (If this is not visible, go to Window in the top menu bar, and put a check mark in
front of Character.)
3. Click on the A/A Label to adjust the leading, which is the space between the lines. Drag the slider to the left
to to decrease the leading (making the lines closer together), and to the right to increase it (making the lines
further apart).

That looks better.
You can also use the Scrubby Slider to adjust the tracking if you like. Tracking is the space between individual
letters.
1. Highlight the line that you would like to adjust the tracking on.
2. Click on the "VA" Label in the Character panel.
3. Drag the Scrubby Slider to the left to decrease the tracking, and to the right to increase the leading.

Take a look around Photoshop or Photoshop Elements. You might be surprised to find Scrubby Sliders hiding,
just waiting for you to find them!
If you would like to keep this tutorial on your computer for easy reference, you may download a PDF here.
If you are a visual learner, you can view this tutorial on SnickerdoodleDesigns You Tube Channel and on
theStudio's You Tube Channel.
Please head over to YouTube and take a minute to Follow both channels. Each Channel will have some
exclusive videos, so by following both channels, you will be sure not to miss a thing!
Thank you for downloading my tutorial! I hope you have found it helpful!
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